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1. Applicant's arguments, see pages3-9 of the Appeal Brief, filed 12 August 2005, with 
respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-16 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over Itoh et al. in U.S. Patent 
No. 6,421,346 in view of Northcutt et al. in U.S. Patent No. 6,678,741 have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the final rejection has been withdrawn. However, 
upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Sasagawa in U.S. 
Patent No. 6,308,217 (of record). 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by SASAGAWA in 
U.S. Patent No. 6,308,217 (of record). 

Regarding claim 1, SASAGAWA discloses a method for configuring a first device (2-1 
and 3-1) of a communication system, the method comprising the steps of: receiving at least one 
message in the first device from a second device (11 or 12) of the communication system (SI in 
Fig. 41); determining if a protocol version of the at least one message is the same as a protocol 
version associated with the second device in a memory (21) of the first device (SI 1 in Fig. 42); 
determining if the protocol version of the at least one message is a known protocol version when 
the protocol version of the at least one message is not the same (SI 2 in Fig. 42), and updating the 
protocol version associated with the second device in the memory of the first device when the 
protocol version of the at least one message is known (SI 2 in Fig. 42); and processing the at least 
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one message at the first device when the protocol version of the at least one message is the same 
(SI 4 in Fig. 42) (see also col. 2, lines 15-30, 46-67, col. 5, lines 9-37, col. 9, line 62 to col. 11, 
line 11, col. 11, lines 20-34). 

Regarding claim 2, SASAGAWA discloses that the first device comprises a switch (2-1) 
of the communication system. 

Regarding claim 3, SASAGAWA discloses that the second device comprises a customer 
premises equipment (CPE) device of the communication system (col. 4, lines 31-32). 

Regarding claim 4, SASAGAWA discloses that the protocol comprises an asynchronous 
transfer mode (ATM) user-network interface (UNI) protocol (col. 4, lines 37-43). 

Regarding claim 5, SASAGAWA discloses that the at least one message analyzed to 
determine the particular version of the protocol comprises a signaling channel message received 
over a signaling channel established between the first and second devices (col. 6, lines 56-57). 

Regarding claim 6, SASAGAWA discloses that the step of determining if a protocol 
version of the at least one message is the same as a protocol version associated with the second 
device in a memory of the first device further comprises the step of determining if an information 
element identifier extracted from the at least one message is a valid information element 
identifier for the protocol version associated with the second device in a memory of the first 
device (col 10, lines 11-30). 

Regarding claim 7, SASAGAWA discloses that a call processing function of the first 
device is adjusted so as to provide a feature associated with the particular version of the protocol 
(col 10, line 48 to col. 11, line 1 1). 
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Regarding claim 8, SASAGAWA discloses an apparatus (3) for use in configuring a first 
device (2-1) of a communication system, the apparatus comprising: a memory (21); at least one 
processor (22 and 23) coupled to the memory, associated with the first device and operative to: 
(i) receive at least one message in the first device from a second device (11 or 12) of the 
communication system; (ii) determine if a protocol version of the at least one message is the 
same as a protocol version associated with the second device in a memory of the first device; (iii) 
determine if the protocol version of the at least one message is a known protocol version when 
the protocol version of the at least one message is not the same, and update the protocol version 
associated with the second device in the memory of the first device when the protocol version of 
the at least one message is known; and (iv) process the at least one message at the first device 
when the protocol version of the at least one message is the same (see col. 2, lines 15-30, 46-67, 
col. 5, lines 9-37, col. 9, line 62 to col. 11, line 11, col. 11, lines 20-34). 

Regarding claim 9, SASAGAWA discloses that the first device comprises a switch (2-1) 
of the communication system. 

Regarding claim 10, SASAGAWA discloses that the second device comprises a customer 
premises equipment (CPE) device of the communication system (col. 4, lines 31-32). 

Regarding claim 11, SASAGAWA discloses that the protocol comprises an asynchronous 
transfer mode (ATM) user-network interface (UNI) protocol (col. 4, lines 37-43). 

Regarding claim 12, SASAGAWA discloses that the at least one message analyzed to 
determine the particular version of the protocol comprises a signaling channel message received 
over a signaling channel established between the first and second devices (col. 6, lines 56-57). 
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Regarding claim 13, SASAGAWA discloses that the step of determining if a protocol 
version of the at least one message is the same as a protocol version associated with the second 
device in a memory of the first device further comprises the step of determining if an information 
element identifier extracted from the at least one message is a valid information element 
identifier for the protocol version associated with the second device in a memory of the first 
device (col. 10, lines 1 1-30). 

Regarding claim 14, SASAGAWA discloses that a call processing function of the first 
device is adjusted so as to provide a feature associated with the particular version of the protocol 
(col. 10, line 48 to col 11, line 1 1). 

Regarding claim 15, SASAGAWA discloses a machine-readable medium storing one or 
more programs for configuring a first device of a communication system, wherein the one or 
more programs when executed by a processor implement the steps of: receiving at least one 
message in the first device from a second device (1 1 or 12) of the communication system (SI in 
Fig. 41); determining if a protocol version of the at least one message is the same as a protocol 
version associated with the second device in a memory (21) of the first device (SI 1 in Fig. 42); 
determining if the protocol version of the at least one message is a known protocol version when 
the protocol version of the at least one message is not the same (S12 in Fig. 42), and updating the 
protocol version associated with the second device in the memory of the first device when the 
protocol version of the at least one message is known (S12 in Fig. 42); and processing the at least 
one message at the first device when the protocol version of the at least one message is the same 
(SI 4 in Fig. 42) (see also col. 2, lines 15-30, 46-67, col. 5, lines 9-37, col. 9, line 62 to col. 11, 
line 11, col. 11, lines 20-34). 
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Regarding claim 16, SASAGAWA discloses a method for configuring a first device of a 
communication system, the method comprising the steps of: receiving at least one message in the 
first device from a second device of the communication system; determining if an information 
element identifier extracted from the at least one message is a valid information element 
identifier for a protocol version associated with the second device in a memory of the first 
device; determining if the extracted information element identifier is a valid information element 
identifier for another protocol version when the extracted information element identifier is not 
valid for a protocol version associated with the second device, and updating the protocol version 
associated with the second device in the memory of the first device when the extracted 
information element identifier is valid for another protocol version; processing the message at 
the first device when the extracted information element identifier is valid for a protocol version 
associated with the second device (see col 2, lines 15-30, 46-67, col. 5, lines 9-37, col. 9, line 62 
to col. 11, line 1 1, col. 11, lines 20-34). 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Matsuzawa, Verbesselt et al. and Tanaka are additionally cited to show the common 
feature of connection setup between terminals utilizing ATM signaling protocol messages 
similar to the claimed invention. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alpus H. Hsu whose telephone number is (571)272-3 146. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (5:30-3:00) First Friday Off 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy D. Vu can be reached on (571)272-3 155. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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